Palatal slit: a new spontaneous defect of the palate of C57BL/6 mice.
A hitherto undescribed palatal defect, here named "palatal slit," was observed during a teratological study of C57BL/6 fetuses. The defect, involving a failure of fusion of the premaxilla and palatal shelves, corresponds to stage 7 in normal palate closure. Adult C57BL/6 mice have been observed with the defect, so it does not represent a developmental delay that is repaired postnatally. Genetic factors of an unknown nature seem to be involved in the occurrence of palatal slit, which does not appear to be related developmentally to cleft palate. Some preliminary information on the defect is reported here.